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Graffiti

Setting

Gloex Bricks & Pads

Handling

Abrasives Stone Paint

Blast rooms & curtains

Nozzles & Tools
Cleaners

Building Relationships;
it’s what makes us

different...

MN: 800.789.0815 | VT: 800.396.8049 | GA: 888.283.5863 | PA: 888.278.8383 | TX: 844.883.4108 | IL: 815.847.0080 

FYIL

We combine a 
Marco personal 
air filter 
with a 
Marco blaster 
(less hose!)

• Marco Blast tank
   with attached Air filter
• Air-fed Clemco Helmet
• CO Monitor Kit
• UV Umbrella
• Compressor

Build Your Custom
Cemetery Kit

Brooksie
Blaster
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Earl’s Pearls

We’ve Got Colors!

New 2021 Design GuideCelebrating a Century

With one of the biggest assortments of color options in the nation and full manufacturing and import 
capabilities - there is not a monument you can’t dream up with Rex Granite. Does a particular color 
catch your eye? Give us a call or email us for more information!

Canyon 
Rose

Red Deer
Brown

Rainbow Lake 
Superior 

Green

Tropical 
Green

Hasan 
Green

Royal 
Emerald

Diamond 
Pink

Bellingham

Blue 
Pearl

Emerald
Pearl

Coral 
Blue

Lake Placid
Blue

Sierra
 White

Ceera 
Gray

Diamond 
Gray

Georgia 
Gray

Viscount 
White

Cherokee 
Marble

India 
Mist

American
Black

Northstar 
Black

Gold Star

Taj 
Aurora

Mahogany Colonial 
Rose

Morning
Rose

China 
Pink

Salisbury
Pink

Autumn 
Brown

Rustic 
Mahogany

Canadian
Pink

Sentinel 
Red

Cat’s Eye 
Red

Wisconsin 
Red

Missouri 
Red

Mountain 
Red

Agate Pardiso 
Dark

Sunset 
Red

China Gray Silver Cloud Gray St. 
Cloud

Barre Rockville 
White

Academy 
Black

Coffee 
Pearl

Rex 
Impala

Rex Black
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Celebrating
A Century
100 Years of Rex Granite

While many granite companies have come 
and gone in the Granite City since the early 20th 
century, as a third-generation family business 
there is nothing that we are more proud of than 
standing tall to the test of time as we celebrate 
100 years manufacturing granite in St. Cloud, 
MN. From the humble and labor intensive days 
of founders Axel Martinson, Emil Zniewski, 

and August Wicklund in the 1920’s to the 
technologically advanced plant we manufacture 
in today; it’s beyond interesting to review the 
ups and downs, technological advancements, 
industry changes, and leadership decisions that 
have carried us along this hundred year journey.

Although we couldn’t possibly fit everything 
in one timeline, featured here you will 

Rex is founded by Axel 
Martinson (husband of Ann 
Zniewski). In 1923, Emil 
Zniewski (brother of Ann) and 

August Wicklund 
join as partners 
and co-founders. 
In the 1920’s they 
also purchased 
land to quarry 
and founded View 
Quarry Co.

The Spur railroad line 
is created adjacent 
to Rex Granite. This 
allowed for easy 
connection 
to major 
Great 
Northern 

railroad lines.

Construction 
of new office 
building. A 20’ x 
26’ space with two 

offices and a drafting room. 

Axel Martinson and Emil 
Zniewski purchase ownership 
stake in Sauk Rapids Granite Co. 
with two other parties. Shortly 

after, the 
name 
became 
Victory 
Granite Co.

Fire causes considerable 
damage to Rex. Repairs  
are done and a new 
shed  is built in 1946.

Rex Granite purchased full 
stake of Victory Granite Co 
after the firm goes 
out of business. Later 
that year, a large fire 
destroyed most of 
Victory Granite, aside from the 
main office building.

Rex sells Old Allied 
Granite company 
building co-owned 
with Kollman 
Granite to City of 
St. Cloud.

A new indoor plant is 
constructed at Rex 
connecting the 
old plant to a new 
office building 
and adding 12,000 
sq. feet of production space 
with full overhead crane 
operation. 
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Celebrating
A Century

find some of the most notable moments 
that have gotten us to where we are since 
1921. Throughout future issues this year and 
across our social media channels we will be 
highlighting moments, places, and people of 
great significance that have contributed to our 
100 years of success. Additionally, stay tuned for 
more information on our 100 year open house 
this upcoming September.

Emil Zniewski passes, 
two years after selling the 
business to his sons: Earl, 

Neil, and Carl 
Zniewski. Earl 
took lead of sales 
and business 
operations 
while Neil and 
Carl lead the 
manufacturing 
process.

Industrial 
innovation such as 
the Park Industries 
stone splitter (still 
in operation today)
and the addition of 
forklifts drastically 
improves 
efficiency.

1972 St. Cloud Times (Saint Cloud, Minnesota) ·  Thu, Dec 31, 1970 ·  Page 4
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1975

1979

A new sawing and polishing plant 
is built. The change from outdoor 
to indoor cranes and a move much 
closer from the original sawing 
plant at the old Victory Granite 
property speeds up processes 
tremendously. 

Block wire 
sawing became 
a technology of 
the past with 
the introduction 
of a new Park 
Industries TB120 
fixed blade saw. 
This introduced 
automatic block 
sawing and brought 
forth huge change 
to the 
plant. 1984 1991

1999

2002

2007

Addition 
of a 

Pellegrini Contour 
Wire Saw allows for 
serpentine tops and 
curved 2D shapes.

Sandblast stencil 
cutting enters 
the computer 
age. New PCs and 
a GS 750 Plotter 
machine at Rex 
Granite allow for 
precise computer 
controlled 
sandblasting 
techniques.

A large addition 
is added to the 
main plant to 
accommodate for 
more machinery 
and  additional 
inventory storage 
space. Rex 

Granite 
purchases 

Weber Memorials, introducing 
imports and access 
to more stone and 
carving capabilities 
worldwide.

2018

2008

Ownership is handed down 
to the third generation. Earl, 
Neil, and Carl step back and 
current owners Mike, Kurt, 
Gary, and Eric take 
the helm.

Rex constructs a new 3,200 
square foot modern office 
with a drafting area and a new 
parking lot.

Sand blast capabilities 
are revamped with 
automatic sandblasting 
and a new conveyor 
system.

2012

2021

Neil 
Zniewski 
passes 
away.

Earl Zniewski 
passes away.

Rex Granite 
reaches its 
100-year 
anniversary!
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Design 
Profiles
This semi-serpentine upright monument stands 
a cut above the rest. The die is P5, BRP, with a 
steeled pillar that perfectly compliments the 
modern style serpentine top, and the base is 
polished flat top with BRP sides. This particular 
design pairs well with skin sunk lettering and  
various flat carve designs, and turns out great in 
the Sentinel Red color shown here.

Die: 3-0 x 0-6 x 2-0

Rex 1182

A bench monument provides additional flair, perfect 
for customers in search of something unique. 
This polished 2 circular shaped design 
accomplishes just that. The round 
design leaves plenty of additional 
room on the die to inspire 
all kinds of unique carving 
options such as the tree 
depicted here. Available in 
all colors, this design looks 
particularly stunning in 
darker colors like Charcoal 
or Blue Pearl.

Rex 1180
Base: 3-6 x 1-0 x 0-6

Die: 3-4 x 0-6 x 3-0
Seat: 2-0 x 1-0 x 0-4
Leg: 0-6 x 0-4 x 1-2
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Tablet: 2-10 x 0-6 x 3-4

Base: 3-10 x 1-0 x 0-6

Rex 1178
This design is another great application 
of shell rock, providing great contrast 
around the entire face when used with a 
darker colored granite such as Rex Black 
or Northstar Black. The die is polished 
2, BRP with a polished flat top 2 inch 
margin base to provide a balanced look 
that matches the die.

Rex 1175

Die: 3-0 x 0-6 x 1-8

Base: 4-0 x 1-0 x 0-6

A wonderful example of how to incorporate a 
bottom shell rock pitch, this design provides 
striking contrast when paired with our 
signature Rex Black color and a semi-polished 
base. The die is polished 2, bottom shell rock 
(available on the front only) BRP. The base is 
polished flat top with a 2” margin and BRP 
below it. 

Die: 3-0 x 0-6 x 2-4

Base: 4-0 x 1-0 x 0-6

Rex 1183
Using shell rock across the top of this design 
provides a unique finish to a traditional 
shaped piece. For an even more elegant look, 
specific carvings can be added across the top 
for an additional charge. The die is polished 
2, BRP, and the base is standard polished flat 
top, BRP. 
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Emergency 
Repair

Send It To The Monument E.R.
Is your monument in urgent need 

of medical attention? Well, the doctor 
is in, and the Thibaut T-108 is the chief of 

emergency surgery in our plant. No matter what 
happens to your monument, this machine can 
fix just about any mistake. Chips, scuffs, fades, 
scratches, lettering errors, on any part of your 
piece whether it be tops, ends, or cutouts - it 
can all be fixed to brand new condition.

If you aren’t interested in E.R. pricing and 
are willing to wait in line, we have urgent care 
options to take care of some of your smaller 
monument nicks and bruises. No need for an 
insurance policy - we are your insurance policy! 
With the help of our expert staff at Rex Granite, 
just give us a call and we can turn your problems 
into profits.
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Our new 2021 Design Guide is now here and 
available for all of our sandblasting partners. 
This extensive 74-page full color book has all 
the resources and information you need to 
successfully sell. What can you find in the design 
guide? Well just about everything, including: 
a huge collection of shapes and sizes, flat 
markers (single and double), upright standard 
and serpentine top monuments, unique Rex 
customer designs, veterans memorials, benches, 
cremation memorials, wing memorials, and a lot 
more!

New this year, we have added even more 
marker options, six new upright shapes (Rex 1178 
- 1183), and more! Conveniently, also included 
is a wholesale dealer price guide that helps you 
show your customers the correct price with your 
suggested margin already built in.  

A Selling Tool for Success

o¢¤ƒ?UR

o¢¤ƒ?VS

o¢¤ƒ?QP

o¢¤ƒ?QW

2021 Design 
Guide
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Using Monuvision 
What makes the guide even better is 

that the majority of these designs are easily 
accessible in our online based MonuVision 
drawing software. Starting at $70, you can 
easily design on the fly from anywhere with 
your customers and then submit your order 
via email. This software makes the process 
for both our customers and Rex Granite 
much more efficient - first by providing the 
customer an immediate and impactful visual 
of their purchase, along with making the 
order submission process easier for you 
and Rex Granite. 

Reasons to Try 
Monuvision

1. Custom retail pricing instantly

3.

4.

5.

2.
Photoshop-quality renderings in 
seconds

Easy to use point and click commands

Good/better/best selling options

No log-on restrictions - use as often as 
you wish

Request a 2021 
Design Poster 

As an additional marketing tool, we 
also have new for 2021 design guide wall 
poster available, featuring our newest 
and most popular designs. We found this 
poster to be highly successful last year 
and we want to continue providing the 
absolute best marketing tools for our 
partners to increase their success. If you 
have not received a 2021 poster and would 
like one, please call us at 800-328-2303 
or email us at sales@rexgranite.com to 
request a copy.
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VASES

Ready to Ship - In Stock
U.S.A. & Import Granites

China Grey
Charcoal
Rex Black
Coral Blue
Tropical Green
Coffee Pearl
ParadisoParadiso
Taj Aurora
Gold Star

Sentinel Red
Blue Pearl

Emerald Pearl
Mahogany

Georgia Grey
Morning Rose

BarreBarre
Wausau

Am. Black

Call - (800)328-2303
Email - sales@rexgranite.com

Online Ordering at www.rexgranite.com
Terms - Net - F.O.B. St. Cloud, MN - Approved Credit
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Protecting 
Product
Yes it happens, from both sides an occasional 
mistake or scratch, but let’s make this easier 
for both of us. All too often, pieces returned 
to us are put on a truck unprotected and not 
crated. Granite is easy to scratch in transit if 
not properly protected, resulting in damages 
to either faces or the sides and corners. This 
can cause unnecessary frustration for everyone 
involved. Here are some quick tips for 
protecting stone in transport:

Wrap Up The Stone
Make sure to protect all faces of the stone 
using any useful materials, and pay particular 
attention to the corners. One can use plastic, 
cardboard, carpet pieces, and wood— making 
sure these pieces are clean and do not have 
excess dirt or any metal shavings that could 
potentially scratch the stone.

Secure to A Pallet 

First and foremost, be sure to use a standard 
pallet rather than trying to make your own. 
Some customers have found it to be useful to 
always keep a return pallet on hand, just in case. 
When securing your stone to the pallet, you can 
use ratchet straps (avoid letting the trucker use 
their straps - they can cause damage), banding, 
rope, and even duct tape. Most importantly, 
please secure the piece onto the pallet tight. 

Crating Return Shipments
Carriers and forklift drivers oftentimes move 
fast and can shift the stone a lot on a pallet to a 
point where it can even come off if not securely 
fastened. 

Let’s Work Together
While returns are never fun, they inevitably 
happen from time to time. To make things more 
efficient and eliminate hold ups, let’s work 
together and ensure the stone is protected in 
transit. If you run into any challenges preparing 
your piece for a return, let us know and we are 
happy to help out.
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A little boy seated himself in a barber’s chair 
and declared he wanted a haircut. “How would 
you like it cut son?” The barber asked. “Like 
Grandpa’s” he said.  “How’s that?” asked the 
barber. “Real short,” said the boy, “with a hole 
in the top.”

Earl’s Pearls
We could certainly slow 
the aging process down 
if it had to work its way 
through Congress.

Back in Time
Photos From The Rex Archive

New Rex Designs featured in the year 1966. Young Mike and Kurt Zniewski reviewing a design book.

Carl Zniewski unloading a large block.Leo Eisenreich hard at work in the old drafting room.
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414 Lincoln Ave. NE
St. Cloud, MN 56304

414 Lincoln Ave. NE
St. Cloud, MN 56304

Telephone: 320-252-2060
Toll Free: 800-328-2303

Email: sales@rexgranite.com
www.rexgranite.com

Copywriting & Layout: Mat Zniewski 

Memberships/Associations:
American Monument Association
Monument Builders of North America

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram!
@RexGranite


