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These two unique colors are in-stock, ready for customer tailored designs!

A very durable and quartz-heavy option sourced 
nearby in Wausau, WI. This red color does not 
fade and will keep its brilliant color to leave a 
lasting impression.

Wisconsin Red
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Also known as Regal Black, blocks of this stone 
are imported from India right to our facility. 
There is a large supply of this stone on hand and 
ready to go. The fine to medium grained color 
makes for excellent sandblasting as well!

Rex Impala
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Blast from 
the Past
The Evolution of Sandblasting
In the earliest days of monument building, 
processes were labor intensive and time 
consuming. We’ve come a long way since then, 
particularly when it comes to sandblasting. 

Lettering Stencil
Before air tools were available, characters were 
all chiseled on using hand tools. Eventually, 
the process was improved through the use of 
air tools and their applications for creating a 
V-Sunk or Round Raised lettering style. 

In the 1940s and ’50s, the bar was raised with 
the introduction of glue. The glue was heated 
in a pot, poured on the stone, leveled off, 
and allowed to dry. Upon drying, it was cut 
through with a knife allowing the sand and 
high-pressure air to engrave the letters. All of 
the artwork was done by hand on paper and 
transferred onto the glue.

Next, the 3M/Anchor stencil that we still utilize 
today became commonplace in the ’60s and ’70s, 
coming in rolls of all different widths. However, 
the process was slightly different compared to 
today with stencil artwork still being created 
and cut by hand. 

In the 1980s, computer software revolutionized 
the process. With new programs and cutting 
plotters available, the world of digital artwork 
and memorial sandblasting  intersected. The 
ability to digitize and scan custom work brought 
us ahead leaps and bounds. The use of cutting 
plotters allowed us to achieve near-perfect 
precision, with the stencil being applied directly 
to the memorial. This step saved major time and 
labor, especially with the introduction of pre-
cut stencil - another lynchpin for a fast and easy 
production process.
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Sandblast Shape Carving
While other aspects of sandblasting have 
seen major technological improvements, the 
process behind adding floral elements or roses 
to a monument has not changed dramatically. 
This kind of work still requires a level of detail 
and touch that only a human can provide. The 
only difference being, is the setting in which 
shape carving takes place. For years, we had 
the operator do so inside the blasting room, 
nowadays we can handle the process outside the 
blasting room.

Lettering Blasting
Similar to the evolution of lettering, blasting 
technology was nonexistent in the earliest 
days and hand chisels were the tool for the job. 
Eventually, air compressors were introduced and 
blasting started being done in rooms. Originally, 
the job required intense labor with a single 
person having to hold the hose and nozzle of 
the sandblaster and move it to precise locations.

Eventually, automatic sandblasting was 
introduced by a few memorial dealers out of 
Ohio. The machine was able to move hose and 
nozzle to precise locations using hydraulics and 
manual stopping points, allowing this efficient 
process to be left unattended in most cases.

Finally, the Sandhandler was invented by a 
key memorial dealer out of Arkansas. This 
machine introduced CNC technology into the 
memorial sandblasting world and made the 
process incredibly efficient and precise. The 
combination of speed and accuracy, along with 
complete unattended automation has crowned 
the Sandhandler as the gold standard in 
sandblasting technology to this day. 



6

Monument 
Profiles
This three piece two-person monument made 
with our signature Rex Black is a great example 
of the level of detail that can be added to a 
project to encompass everything near and 
dear to a family. The main lettering on the 
pedestal is skin sunk, with darkened sandblast 
sunk lettering on the steeled surface of the 
seat and laser etched quote on the polished 
top. Additional add ons include laser etched 
scenes on all four top corners, and a laser etched 
portrait in the middle. 

Base: 6-8 x 1-8 x 0-6, Polished Flat Top, BRP

Pedestal: 5-8 x 0-8 x 2-2, Polished 2, BRP

Seat: 2-0 x 1-2 x 0-4, Balance Steeled, Polished Top

Tegeler Monument
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Unborn Child 
Monument

Allan Monument

Base (Not Pictured): 2-0 x 0-6 x 3-0

Tablet: 2-0 x 0-6 x 3-0

Base: 6-0 x 1-2 x 0-8, All Polished

Left & Right Wings: 1-8 x 0-8 x 4-5, All Polished

Cap: 5-4 x 1-2 x 1-0, All Polished, Serpentine Top

Tablet: 1-4 x 0-8 x 4-4, All Polished Custom Heart Shape

We’re particularly proud of all the hard work 
our team put into this five piece monument. 
Featuring mainly Rex Black, with a unique 
Wisconsin Red contrast wire-sawed heart, the 
use of negative space here is awe-inspiring. 
Primary family name lettering throughout is 
steeled inlaid, with sandblast u-sunk lettering 
beneath the laser-etched depictions. Additional 
add-ons include a ceramic photo on the heart, 
and flat carved roses on the cap.

Fresh off our production line, this unique 
Georgia Gray piece is well suited for niche 
customers such as churches and pro-life 
organizations. The tablet includes a steeled 
finish, BRP sides, and a gothic style top. The 
script style lettering is sandblast sunk, with a 
flat carved depiction above it with darkening 
to match the lettering and bring wonderful 
contrast.
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Flat Carving
A simple, popular, and easy way to 
add emblems, florals, and other 

scenes to a memorial. It is most often paired 
with darkening paint to produce eye-catching 
contrast.

Finishing    
Touches

Shape Carving
Utilized most often for floral designs of 
all shapes and sizes, shape carving is a 

bit more intricate than flat carving and achieves 
a more three dimensional feel to bring a piece to 
life.

1.

3.

Hand Tooling
This roll raised tooled lettering with 
a polished centerline is a bit of a 

throwback finish to a style heavily used in the 
1940’s. It is a unique option still used on ocassion 
in memorials today to achieve a very rich look.

2.

Brick Work
Brick work is usually used on the ends 
of a memorial to achieve a masonic 

look. Achieved by sandblasting lines and hand 
shaping each individual brick, this finish adds a 
unique flair not often seen.

4.
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All Rock
The all rock finish is another classic 
look relied upon heavily in the early 

20th century. A labor intensive process, the rock 
is pitched from a full quarry block from all sides 
to achieve this rugged look that results in quite a 
bit of extra stone. 

7. Polished Members
Done completely by hand, this higher-
end add on is used to give a premium 

piece an elegant look. Typically done on the top 
or sides of a monument. 

8.

Starbursting
Starbursting is another great way to 

add some texture to any piece. The look 
is achieved in two steps, first going through the 
sandblasting before being rock pitched by the 
skilled stone cutters in our shop.

5.Shell Rocking
This finish is useful for adding a 

special rough look and feel around the 
edges of a polish. The two step process is done 
by sandblasting a deep 1/2 inch line to create the 
edge, with a stone cutter rock pitching the rest. 
It can be added up to 2.5 inches from the edges 
of the monument.

6.
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VASES

Ready to Ship - In Stock
U.S.A. & Import Granites

China Grey
Charcoal
Rex Black
Coral Blue
Tropical Green
Coffee Pearl
ParadisoParadiso
Taj Aurora
Gold Star

Sentinel Red
Blue Pearl

Emerald Pearl
Mahogany

Georgia Grey
Morning Rose

BarreBarre
Wausau

Am. Black

Call - (800)328-2303
Email - sales@rexgranite.com

Online Ordering at www.rexgranite.com
Terms - Net - F.O.B. St. Cloud, MN - Approved Credit
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Staying 
Current
Small Business 
Digital Marketing
In today’s digital world, it’s become increasingly 
important to stay ahead of the curve. With 
COVID-19 slowing down many traditional 
sales and marketing processes, optimizing 
your digital presence can be a great method of 
drumming up new opportunities. In the next 
few magazines, we’ll be providing some insights 
and tips centered around digital marketing for 
small to medium sized businesses. This quarter, 
we have some quick web design tips to consider.

Out With The Old
Businesses oftentimes put a long overdue web 
re-design on the back burner year after 
year. It can seem daunting to execute such 
a project if time and budget is limited. 
However, it’s important to consider that 
most of the time, your website is the very 
first impression your customer will have 
of you and your company. It’s crucial 
to put your best foot forward, and a 
visually appealing website is a necessary 
investment. Luckily, you don’t necessarily 
have to break the bank on a freelancer 
or professional firm. Platforms like Wix, 
Squarespace, GoDaddy, and Weebly all 
have very DIY-friendly drag and drop tools 
with preformatted templates that make a 
re-design simpler than it sounds.

Are You Mobile Friendly?
Is your site user-friendly and to scale when 
viewed from a tablet or a smartphone? 
Or does it look like a carbon copy of the 

desktop site? Mobile traffic is the future, and 
the future is here. If your text and images are 
hard to see or the menu is hard to navigate, you 
are almost certainly driving visitors away from 
your site.

Lead Generation - Call to Actions
Whether you’re looking to garner phone calls, 
emails, quote requests, or online orders - you 
should be providing visitors a clear and obvious 
way to engage with you using a Call-To-Action. 
Grab their attention with things like “Call Now” 
buttons, email sign-up pop-ups, or it could be as 
simple as an easy to find contact form to ensure 
you’re getting the most out of your web traffic 
and converting visitors to potential customers.

• 75% of consumers research a business 
online before visiting or making a 
purchase.

38% of people will stop engaging with a 
site if it doesn’t have an appealing layout.

• In 2019, 57% of all U.S. web 
traffic was from a mobile device or tablet.

• 29% of small businesses say their 
website is the marketing channel that 
needs the most improvement in 2020.

The Facts

112020 Small Business Marketing Statistics: Visual Objects. (2020). Retrieved June 17, 2020, 
from https://visualobjects.com/digital-marketing/small-business-statistics-2020email 
signup



Dollars For Photos

Do you have any memorials in mind that you’d 
like featured? Send us your best photos for a a 
$25 gift card and a chance to have your image 
featured in the next Rex Granite Magazine! 
Follow the instructions on the right for a chance 
to win. Good luck!

Photo Contest

Details to Enter:
1. High-Resolution Photos (250 DPI+)
2. Monuments with Unique Characteristics
3. A Monument Produced by Rex Granite
4. Permission to Publish in Rex Marketing 
Materials
5. Limit 4 High Quality Images Per Customer.

Submit Images To: sales@rexgranite.com
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Re-Darken or Hilite Old Lettering

Dealer Tips
Do you have an older memorial where the paint 
is falling out of the letters? Well, what’s old 
can be made new again with just a few supplies 
and some elbow grease. Simply follow the steps 
below and you’ll be amazed at the results!

1.
Purchase the following supplies:
• 1 Bottle of Molasses 
• 1 Small Foam Roller 
• 1 Small Roller Pan
• 1 Spray Can of Litcho Paint (Black or    
White)

2.
Roll the molasses over the lettering 
polish or panel. Be careful not to 
push down too hard as to not get any 
molasses in the lettering. Let it dry, 
until tacky.

3.
Spray the Litcho Paint in the lettering 
and let dry. Once dried, wash the 
molasses off with soap and water.
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Earls 
Pearls

I propose a new rule: 
meetings can not last 
longer than my laptop 
battery or my bladder.

A man walks into a lawyer’s office and asks: “How much do you charge?”

The lawyer responds: “I charge $1,000 to answer three questions.”

“That’s expensive, isn’t it?”

“Yes. What’s your third question?”

Rex Quick Quiz:
Test Your U.S. Geography Knowledge 
1. What is the southernmost city in the contiguous 48 states?
2. Name the state capital of Wyoming.
3. This state is covered in 90% farmland. 
4. Which state is the eighth biggest in terms of square miles?
5. This river flows between the Texas/Mexico border
6. Which of the Great Lakes is the shallowest?
7. The deepest lake in the United States. 
8. Three entrances to Yellowstone National Park are located in this state.
9. This state is deemed the rollercoaster capital of the world.
10. The longest river in the United States.

1. Key West, FL 2. Cheyenne, WY 3. North Dakota 4. Colorado 5. Rio Grande 6. Lake Erie 7. 
Crater Lake, OR 8. Montana 9. Ohio 10. Missouri River
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414 Lincoln Ave. NE
St. Cloud, MN 56304

414 Lincoln Ave. NE
St. Cloud, MN 56304

Telephone: 320-252-2060
Toll Free: 800-328-2303

Email: sales@rexgranite.com
www.rexgranite.com
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American Monument Association
Monument Builders of North America

      Join us on Facebook!


